
PROJECT AT-A-
GLANCE 
 
Project description 
To develop an 
implementation plan to 
construct, operate and 
maintain the South 
Waterfront Greenway.   
 
Location 
Along the west side of the 
Willamette River between 
the Marquam Bridge and 
SW Hamilton Court at the 
terminus of the Willamette 
River trail system (see map 
this page). 
 

PROJECT KEY FACTS 
 
·  The South Waterfront Greenway will be located in the 

130-acre South Waterfront District, within the North 
Macadam Urban Renewal Area (URA).  

·  The Greenway will extend 1.2 miles on the west bank 
of the Willamette River and will average 100 feet in 
width from the top of the riverbank. 

·  The Greenway will connect to South Waterfront Park 
under the Marquam Bridge and continue south to 
Hamilton Court to join with the existing Willamette 
River trail system. 

·  The public will have access to the Greenway trail 
system through two trails, one for bicycles and one for 
pedestrians; land outside of the trail system will 
remain private unless it is donated or sold to the city. 

 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 
 
The South Waterfront Plan was adopted by City Council in 2002.  The Plan sets forth a vision for a 
new, high-density, mixed-use urban neighborhood within the last major undeveloped area of 
Portland’s Central City.  The Plan calls for a 21st-century, sustainable development with 
commercial and institutional uses, 10,000 jobs, up to 5,000 housing units (including 788 affordable 
units).  The District will feature multiple modes of transportation including a Portland Streetcar 
connection to downtown, an aerial Tram connection to Oregon Health and Sciences University on 
Marquam Hill, bus access, and an extensive network of bicycle and pedestrian connections--as 
well as an exemplary riverfront Greenway and high quality park system.    
 
Greenway planning and design began in March 2003 with City Council adoption of the Report to 
City Council on Phase I Project Goals.  The Greenway Project goals include integrating urban 
redevelopment with habitat, creating riverfront open space and access to the river, expanding 
pedestrian and bicycle connectivity with trails that connect to existing trail networks, and aligning 
with the mission of Portland’s River Renaissance program.  The Report also detailed community 
involvement efforts to be undertaken throughout the Greenway planning and design process.  In 
addition, the Report detailed the three key projects that comprise the South Waterfront 
Greenway Master Plan:  Greenway Development Plan (design), Greenway Implementation 
Strategy (plan to construct, operate and maintain the Greenway) and Greenway Code 
Development (legal requirements for building the Greenway).  
 
Portland Parks & Recreation led the community effort to create a design for the South Waterfront 
Greenway, called the Greenway Development Plan, which was adopted by City Council in 
December 2004.   For this project, a stakeholder advisory committee was established called the 
Project Advisory Team (PAT).  The Bureau of Planning will complete the Greenway Code 
Development project, in close coordination with the Greenway Implementation Strategy project on 
a similar timeline. 
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For more information: 
 

www.pdc.us/ura/sowa_n-
macadam.asp 

 
Kia Selley, PDC Project Manager 

 
selleyk@pdc.us, (503) 823-0113 

 



WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING NEAR THE SOUTH WATERFRONT GREENWAY PROJECT AREA? 
 

·  South Waterfront Neighborhood Park – PDC has acquired the 2-acre Public Storage property and will complete interim park 
improvements by Summer 2006. 

·  Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU) Wellness Center – OHSU’s first building will feature research and clinical facilities and 
an advanced health care institute.  This $145 million facility will be located at the Tram Landing at SW Gibbs Street and SW Moody 
Street and is expected to open in Fall 2006. 

·  South Waterfront Central District Private Redevelopment – The first residential development, the Meriwether Condominium, will 
include two high-rise condominium towers with 245 homes.  The Meriwether opening is Summer 2006.  The John Ross Condominium is 
currently underway and is expected to open in 2007. 

·  Ross Island – Ross Island Sand & Gravel is working with The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality to assess the site cleanup 
needs necessary to reclaim the island for wildlife when mining operations cease.   

·  Extension of Streetcar from RiverPlace to SW Gibbs Street – Construction on the Gibbs Street extension began in January 2005, 
with service beginning in Summer 2006. 

PROJECT SCOPE, SCHEDULE & PUBLIC PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 
PDC will lead the effort to develop an implementation strategy to construct, operate and maintain the South Waterfront District 
Greenway.  The strategy will include recommendations for greenway ownership, funding and phasing of capital improvements, 
operations and maintenance, and governance.  The implementation strategy will guide PDC in establishing private-public partnerships to 
achieve full build-out and successful long-term operations and maintenance of the greenway. 
 
PDC is committed to keeping the public informed about this project and seeking stakeholder feedback by attending neighborhood and 
Urban Renewal Area Committee (URAC) meetings, and by organizing a citizen-based project advisory committee called the Partnership 
Group.  Since November of 2003, PDC staff has met regularly with the North Macadam URAC and Partnership Group to discuss the 
project.  URAC and Partnership Group meetings are open to the public and posted on the PDC North Macadam URA webpage calendar 
at www.pdc.us/ura/sowa_n-macadam.asp.  To view the Public Participation Plan, please visit 
www.pdc.us/pdf/ura/north_macadam/greenway/public_participation_plan.pdf 
 
Recently, Phase I of the Greenway Implementation Strategy was completed and a Phase I Report was prepared.  To access the Phase I 
Report and a Cover Memo describing the context of the Report, please visit the PDC website at www.pdc.us/ura/sowa_n-macadam.asp. 
 
 Phase II of the project is currently underway.  A Phase II project schedule can be reviewed on the PDC website at: 
www.pdc.us/ura/sowa_n-macadam.asp.  The project schedule outlines the major tasks and milestones as well as a timeline for public 
review and discussion of work products by the Partnership Group, PDC Board and City Council.  Phase II work will be completed in 
close coordination with project stakeholders, the Partnership Group, PDC Board, City Council and Portland Parks and Planning staff.  
Key Phase II products include: 
 

·  Greenway Land Availability Analysis 
·  Greenway Operations & Maintenance Plan 
·  Greenway Governance Structure Recommendation 
·  Greenway Capital Improvements & Phasing Plan 
·  Greenway Improvements Financing Plan 

 
The Phase II Greenway Implementation Strategy Report  
is expected to be reviewed for adoption by the  
PDC Board and City Council in September 2006. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


