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POIC is partnering with Friends of Trees to 

provide hands-on training and leadership 

experience through the Green Space 

Initiative to install trees along the entire 

15-mile multi-use path along I-205. 

Funding for the GYLC is from the Lents, 

Gateway and Airport Way Urban Renewal 

Areas.  The three URAôs benefit greatly by 

an accelerated and expanded tree-planting. 

The Lents URA include residential area 

plantings, which would not have been 

possible without the Corp. 

On Saturday, February 20, URA & other 

community volunteers joined with the 

Green Youth Leadership Corps to enjoy the 

rare sunshine and plant trees along the I-

205 multi-use path.  Kicking off the tree 

planting party were speakers representing 

the partnerships that have built the multi-

use path; ODOT, METRO, Friends of 

Trees and our own Lents URA Chair, Cora 

Potter.  The Green Youth Leadership Corps 

expects to plant around 1,000 trees by the 

end of the project in late March.

URA Funds Support Green Job Development and the Environment

Last summer, PDC Board Commissioner, Andrew Strauss, suggested PDC staff look at 

trying to marry some TIF eligible sustainability projects with high-risk youth interested in 

ñGreen Jobsò.  This gave rise to the Green Youth Leadership Corps (GYLC), a tree 

planting work experience project  for 16 youth.  The Corps is part of a Natural Resources 

Career Pathway developed by Portland Oregon Industrialization Center (POIC) for PDCôs 

Economic Opportunity Initiative, in partnership with Worksystems, Inc.

Left to right: Cora Potter (URAC Chair), Shelli Romero (ODOT), Logan 

Lauvray(Friends of Trees), Metro Councilor Robert Liberty and Friends of 

Trees Executive Director Scott Fogarty ïaddress volunteers

Cora Potter 

preps the tree 

she just 

planted, while 

volunteers 

busily plant  

in the 

background.

Cora Potter and PDC Staff 

Sue Lewis give it their best 

ñAmerican Gothicò pose.



PDC to Announce Green Grants & Community Livability Grants

What is a Green Grant?

The GreenGrantsprogramis specifically

targetedfor small businesseswho want to

invest in sustainableñbricksand mortarò

improvementsto their business. Example

include: a new energy saving HVAC

system, industrial refrigerator, or solar

panel system. These improvements are

intended to increaseefficiency, help the

environmentand improve operationsfor

theirbusiness.

What is a Community Livability Grant?

A CommunityLivability Grantis aimedat

civic buildings and non-profits who

provide servicesto the community. Many

of thesebuildings need improvementsto

maintain or improve service. Examples

include: Acoustic tiles, solar panels and

landscaping at the Historic Kenton

Firehouse or access improvements for

InterstateFirehouseCulturalCenter.

The Interstate Corridor URA established the Green Grants program in 2009 and the 

Community Livability Grants program in 2007.  Both programs have been very 

successful on many levels: 1) PDC captures a wider audience that has never worked 

with PDC before; 2) Provides another marketing opportunity for other PDC programs 

and services; 3) Improves neighborhood livability; and 4) Leverages other resources to 

achieve URA plan and community goals. Based on this information, we are expanding 

the program to the Lents URA.

How much is available for each grant program?

In Fiscal Year 10-11, the Green Grants program has $100,000 available and the

CommunityLivability Grants$250,000budgeted.

What are the individual grant amounts and what are the match requirements?

GreenGrantsareawardedup to $25,000 andCommunityLivability Grantsmay award

up to $250,000, but typically rangebetween$5,000 and$25,000. Thereis no specific

match requirementfor either grant programs. However, each grant is expectedto

leverageother public and private funds and making the applicationsmore competitive

amonga largerpoolof requests.

When will the funds be announced?

TheGreenGrantsNoticeof FundingAvailability (NOFA) will bereleasedin May, 2010

with applicationsdueJune28, 2010andawardannouncementon August2, 2010. The

CommunityLivability NOFA is expectedto beannouncedon May 25, 2010, applications

dueJuly30, 2010grantawardspresentedto theSeptemberURAC meeting.



Business Loans
The Portland Development Commission connects people and resources to create more jobs for 

Portland. We work with city of Portland businesses to identify their needs and eligibility for 

PDC assistance,and then help them find the program that fits best.

In general, PDC business finance programs address the need for:

Working capital - Equipment purchase - Feasibility study - Façade improvements 

Real estate acquisition  Tenant improvement - Property development & rehabilitation 

The Lents URA  has over $1.2 million budgeted  in FY 09/10 for business finance and retention.  

For more information, contact PDC at (503) 823-3200

New Loans

PDC approved a Commercial Property Redevelopment Loan to Apex Wellness Center, 

LLC, to assist with the cost of the rehabilitation of 5308 SE Rhone Street in the Lents 

Town Center urban renewal area.  The loan will assist with the rehabilitation and 

conversion of an existing single family residence into a wellness center where the 

Borrower will locate her chiropractic practice as the anchor tenant.  Therapeutic 

massage, acupuncture and naturopathic medicine services will also be offered at Apex 

Wellness Center.  

The renovation of the property will include required structural and accessibility 

improvements to convert the residence to commercial use, and convert existing rooms 

into a reception area and office/treatment rooms on the main floor and the upper floor.  

The basement will be available for use by tenants as office space and a 

lunchroom.  

The property is located in the SE Foster Road Expansion Area that was 

added to the Lents Town Center urban renewal area (Lents URA) in the

2008 Plan Amendment.  The proposed redevelopment project supports

the primary intent for adding the Foster area to the Lents URA, to assist

businesses in the area and to upgrade undeveloped or underdeveloped parcels.

Development Opportunity 

Services

There are no new DOS projects since 

Novemberôs issue.

For more information regarding the 

DOS program, contact Denyse 

McGriff, (503) 823-3295, or 

mcgriffd@pdc.us

Storefront Improvement 

Program

There are no new SIP projects since 

January issue.

For more information regarding the SIP,  

contact Sherry Lenard, (503) 823-3582, 

or lenards@pdc.us

mailto:mcgriffd@pdc.us
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Foster Woodstock Streetscape Enhancement Project 

Design Phase

Following the recommendation and adoption of the Foster-Woodstock Streetscape 

Enhancement Project by the URAC at the November 10, 2010 meeting, the project 

moved to the design phase, merging the Citizen Advisory Committee with the 

Arts/Gateway Subcommittee.  The combined CAC met in December, January and 

February to review and refine conceptual designs for landscape and signage options for 

the east and west couplet triangles; redesign of SE Ramona Street; and street furniture 

options in the project area.  

The concepts and committee recommendations will be presented at a community open 

house on Tuesday, March 23, 2010, from 5:00pm to 7:00pm.  The open house will be 

held prior to the Lents Neighborhood Association General Meeting at Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church, 8835 SE Woodstock.  Upon receiving community input, project 

consultants Koch Landscape Architects will make any final adjustments to discuss at a 

possible 4th CAC meeting prior to presenting to the URAC at the May 11 meeting.  Once 

recommendations are endorsed, the project will move into the engineering phase with 

construction expected to begin in early 2011.

Staff contact include: Sue Lewis, (503) 823-3331 or lewiss@pdc.us, Kevin Cronin, (503) 823-

3305 or cronink@pdc.us, and Juan Carlos OcanaChiu, (503) 823-3218 or ocana-chiujc@pdc.us

SE Ramona Street and 92nd

West Couplet Triangle

East Couplet Triangle

Street Furnishing Options
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Center Street Reconstruction

Portland Parks and Recreation (PPR) participated in the Boise/Earl Boyles Park LID to 

improve SE Boise Street frontage along the south side of Earl Boyles Park in 2002. 

The 10800 and 10900 blocks of SE Center Street is the last remaining frontage 

abutting Earl Boyles Park not improved to City standards, except for a ñpaperò right-

of-way abutting the 10800 block of SE Francis Street on the north side of Earl Boyles 

Park, which is not an existing street and is not currently used by the public for 

transportation purposes.Design work for these remaining blocks of SE Center Street 

was completed in 2008, with funding equally shared between PDC and Parks.

With funds from PDC, improvements to Earl Boyles Park were dedicated on July 9, 

2007, increasing usage of the park.The lack of street frontage improvements, and a 

designated parking area, has resulted in parking conflicts between park users and 

residents of 10808 SE Center Street, 10820 SE Center Street, 10828 SE Center Street, 

10832 SE Center Street and 10906 SE Center Street on the south side of Earl Boyles 

Park. These parking conflicts, in turn, jeopardize emergency access for park users and 

local residents. PDC has funded ($150,000) the remaining section to construct 330 

centerline feet of street improvements on Center Street to address these park access 

and on-street parking issues. Existing Fiscal Year 09-10 transportation funds will cover 

the cost estimate. By PDC funding these improvements, it allowed PPR to acquire the 

foreclosed property adjacent to Leach Botanical Garden.

PDC partnered with Portland Bureau of Transportation LID program to attach the work 

to an existing set of contracts thereby saving time and resources to get this shovel 

ready project out to bid. Bids will be opened in March 2010 and an award to the lowest 

responsive bidder is expected in mid April. Construction should commence soon 

thereafter.  Staff contact: Kevin Cronin, (503)823-3305, cronink@pdc.us

SE Center Street

SE Francis Street
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The SE 122nd Avenue Pilot Project continues to moveforward.  Theproject is exploring 

opportunities to create a more convenient, walkable, and vibrant neighborhood in the 

area along SE 122ndAvenue between SE Division Street and SE Foster Road.  The study 

is a starting point for considering ways to improve the physical environment ofthe 

community to enhancehealth.

Over60 people attended a community workshop onFebruary 23, 2010 to consider infill 

development design issues, future land uses in the corridor, and community amenities 

and livability. This followed aDecember 8, 2009workshop to discuss businesses and 

services in the area and talk about ways to improve getting around in the 

neighborhood.The projectalsohosted a focus group for Spanish-speaking community 

members on February 8, 2010.Focus groups for Russian-speaking and Vietnamese-

speaking groups are also being planned.The Bureau of Planning and Sustainability's 

Youth-Planning Team hasalso conducted surveys and focus groups with dozens of youth 

in the area.A SE 122nd Pilot Project existing conditions report is expected soon, anda 

draft report with recommendations is expected inSpring 2010. Apublic meeting to share 

information about recommendations is also planned for Spring.

For more informationand future meeting dates visit the project website 

(www.portlandonline.com/bps/se122study) or contact project staff Barry Manning and 

Julia Gisler at 503-823-7700.

SE 122nd Avenue Pilot Project Update

New Development: PardeeCommons

Walking Tour of study area
Vintage signage

http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/se122study

