
Public Art Installation in Gateway!

As part of the Cityôs 2% for Arts program (www.racc.org), which requires 2% of most publicly-

funded capital construction projects be set aside for the creation and maintenance of public art, a  

Request for Qualifications was issued in November 2008 and open to artists across the 

country. An Artist Selection Panel, consisting of representatives from Oregon Clinic, the 

Gateway neighborhood, and local artists, reviewed 131 applications and selected four 

artists/teams to interview in early 2009 (two of whom were local). Jonathan Bonner, who 

teaches at the Rhode Island School of Design, and has a 30-year history in the arts, was 

selected for his wit, sophistication and elegance in designing objects for specific sites. His 

proposal was approved in Spring 2009.

When it was pointed out that a lot of his work is quirky and humorous, Jonathan responded 

simply, ñI canôt help it!ò

ñAfter Allò, by Jonathan Bonner, is located on a triangle of earth bordered by two converging 

walkways at the southwest corner of the Oregon Clinic building.  The area appealed to Bonner, 

whose sculpture is all about geometry and the inter-relationship of shapes, and for this unique 

site he designed three identical ellipsoids that emanate from one point and remain equidistant 

from that point.  The result is a visually engaging geometrical arrangement of stone elements 

that suggests flowers, seeds, abstracted

space, or even a sitting figureðthe 

references not intended to be conclusive 

however, and viewers are invited to draw 

their own conclusions. 

This spring, a volunteer brigade will plant 

selected evergreens to fill the space 

surrounding the sculpture.  Anyone 

interested in participating, can contact 

Peggy Kendellen, Public Art Manager, 

Regional Arts & Culture Council, 

at pkendellen@racc.org or 503-823-4196.

This project was made possible with public

unds set aside by the Portland Development 

Commission, and through time and materials donated by In-Line Commercial Construction.
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Gateway Economic Development Strategy

Estee Segal, PDC Senior Project Manager, is leading the development of 

the Gateway Economic Development Strategy.   As announced at the 

November 2009 Gateway Regional Center update, PDC is establishing a 

Gateway strategy to compliment the Cityôs adopted Economic 

Development Strategy. 

PDC is partnering with Bureau of Planning and Sustainability and METRO, to draft a scope of 

work to hire a consultant to assess the Gateway areaôs transformation into a ñRegional Centerò 

and to determine how to grow existing businesses, attract new business and create jobs.  The 

consultant is expected to work with stakeholders to determine the most 

effective tools and resources to grow businesses in the area and to develop 

an implementation plan for the public and private sector to follow.  

PDC expects to select a consultant in March 2010.  

Staff Contact: Estee Segal, (503) 823-3317, segale@pdc.us

Change in Public Participation Roles

Thank you Gateway! 

By Juan Carlos Ocaña, Public Participation Coordinator

It has been almost two and a half years since I started working in the Gateway 

URA. Now I have been assigned to a different project within my team, so I will no longer be the 

Public Participation Coordinator for the Gateway URA. My colleague Juanita Swartwood will 

be taking on this role, and I know she will do a great job. I have greatly enjoyed being a part of 

the dedicated team of PDC staff and PAC members who have been tirelessly working to 

revitalize the Gateway district. I wish you the best with your efforts, and I am sure our paths 

will cross again. Best of luck and I look forward to following your progress!

Nice to Meet You! 

By Juanita Swartwood, Public Participation Specialist

Hello Gateway PAC! My name is Juanita Swartwood and I am the new Public 

Participation Specialist assigned to the Gateway URA. I have been employed at 

PDC since 2002. In my newly assigned duties, I look forward to working with 

the Gateway Regional Center Program Advisory Committee, and PDC project staff, who are 

bringing me up to speed on everything going on in the district.  My previous work experience 

includes the coordination of city, state, and regional committees, most recently the PDC Board 

of Commissioners. As a resident of the southeast Portland area for 35 years, I personally 

remember the vacant lots surrounding the Gateway district prior to the I-205 

construction. Gateway has come a long way since that time, but there is a lot of work left to 

do. I look forward to working with the PACand meeting everyone on February 17th! Please 

feel free to call me anytime at (503) 823-3209 or email me at 

swartwoodj@pdc.us.

Juan Carlos will miss you all ς
and, McTavishcookies!
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Eco-Districts

Four Portland State University 

Students in the Masters in Urban and 

Regional Planning program have 

elected to do their workshop project on 

the potential for a Gateway Eco-

District. As PAC members might 

recall, the Portland + Oregon 

Sustainability Institute selected 

Gateway as one of the Cityôs five pilot 

Eco-Districts; the students will spend 

the rest of this winter and spring doing 

public outreach, data collection, and 

make recommendations for how 

Gateway could become a sustainable, 

resource-efficient community. This 

effort will build off PAC membersô 

Gateway Build Verde concept, which 

recommends focusing attention near 

the Gateway Transit Center. The 

studentsô work will look at this area and 

other locations within the Gateway 

URA. Staff Contact: Justin Douglas

Gateway Education Sub-Committee

Members of the Gateway Education Sub-Committee have 

had several exciting and productive meetings over the 

past six months. They have been joined by 

representatives of Mt. Hood Community College, David 

Douglas School District, and Parkrose School District, all 

of which are intrigued in becoming part of a new, regional 

education facility within the 

Gateway URA. Next steps include working with an architect to 

assess these institutionsô space needs, investigate opportunities 

for shared facilities, and explore additional linkages with public 

and private parties.  Staff contact is Justin Douglas

Gateway Redevelopment and 

Neighborhood Park Project
Remediation and site preparation work on the 

southern portion of this site at 10506-10512, 

10520 NE Halsey Street is likely to begin in Spring 

2010 and completed by the end of the 

summer. PDC will soon be releasing a Request 

for Proposal from consultants interested in 

providing design and development assistance for 

the entire four-acre site. This work will heavily rely 

on input from the general public and the 

PAC. Those who are interested in serving on a 

Citizens Advisory Committee should contact Justin 

Douglas at 503-823-4579 or douglasj@pdc.us

Barbara Rommel and Swati Adarkar

John Sygielski and Tim Brunner
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Bridge City Family Medical Clinic

In 2009, Bridge City Family Medical Clinic, with financial assistance through PDCôs business 

loans and Storefront Grants, completed renovations and moved into their new office at 1410 

NE 106th Avenue.   The Clinic is a full-service medical clinic offering primary health care 

services to adults and children of all ages.  Teri Bunker is the owner and operator.  She 

graduated from Oregon Health Sciences University in 1998 and opened her own practice in 

2003 and employs three additional physician and two staff.  For more information on the clinic, 

check out their we page: http://www.bridgecitymedical.com
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Storefront Improvement Program
The Storefront Improvement Program provides cash grants and technical assistance to

business and property owners in eligible neighborhoods. Recipients can use the funds for a

variety of improvements, ranging from repainting to purchase of new windows and awnings.

Gateway Storefront Grants

Improvements to the Rogers Building,  on Halsey Street between NE 111th & 112th, are 

now complete.  Owners Fred and Ann Sanchez worked with PDC to renovate the 

storefront with new doors, windows, painting, fencing, landscaping, and signage.  The 

parking lot was also sealed and striped and parking bumpers were installed.

Development Opportunity 

Services
The DOS Program is to assist property

owners (and, in some cases, tenants)

with grants to evaluate development

project feasibility by providing real

estate development expertise and

technical assistance. It also supports

PDC goals of revitalization by bringing

new development and jobs to Portland.

Gateway DOS

No current project

For more information regarding

the DOS program, contact

Denyse McGriff, (503) 823-3295,

or mcgriffd@pdc.us

Business Loans
The Portland Development Commission

connects people and resources to create more

jobs for Portland. We work with city of Portland

businesses to identify business needs and

eligibility for PDC assistance, and then help

you find the program that fits best.

PDC business finance programs address the 

need for:

Equipment purchase       Real estate acquisition     

Tenant improvements     Façade improvements

Property development    Rehabilitation 

Feasibility study             Working capital 

There are no new  business loans to report 

as of February 2010

Gateway URA has over $500,000 budgeted for 

business finance and retention.  For more 

information, contact Alan Stubbs, (503) 823-

3199, or stubbsa@pdc.us

Staff Contact: 

Sherry Lenard

(503) 823-3582, 

lenards@pdc.us
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