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PDC, Portland Bureau of Environmental Services (BES) 

and Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) are 

collaborating on the Green Street pilot project, a 660 feet 

section of NE 97th avenue between Glisan and Davis 

streets.  The street was identified by the stakeholder 

advisory committee for the Central Gateway Street Plan 

and Infrastructure Study to promote redevelopment, 

implement local street network and the 2008 Gateway 

Green Streets Master Plan.

The project cost estimate is approximately $1,157,750 

and has several funding sources including a $300,000 1% 

for Green grant and $117,000 Watershed Investment Fund 

grant from BES to showcase sustainable site practices, 

provide natural surface treatment of storm-water for water 

quality improvements, increase much-needed green-space 

and improve pedestrian access. PDC is investing $324,000 

and is coordinating with PBOT to establish a Local 

Improvement District (LID) whereby adjacent property 

owners would finance up to $440,000.  In the end,  BES 

grant funds is financing approximately 35%, PDC 28% and 

property owners would fund 37%.

NE 97th Avenue Green Street Pilot Project

PDC and PBOT staff met individually with property 

owners to describe the street improvements and 

gauge support for the LID formation.  LID petitions 

were mailed and, as of April 4th,  67.5% support was 

received, exceeding the 51% threshold for LID 

formation.  The petition resolution will be presented to 

City Council on Wednesday, April 28, 2010, at 

10:00am.  Public testimony will be accepted during this 

time.  If the resolution is approved, a subsequent vote 

to form the LID would be held in May.

Staff contact:  Sue Lewis, PDC, lewiss@pdc.us

Andrew Aebi, PBOT, andrew.aebi@portlandoregon.cov

NE 97th Avenue, looking south from Glisan

NE 97th Avenue - current parking
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Gateway Business Development Strategy

A request for proposals to complete the Gateway Business Development Strategy was 

released in mid-March. The goal is to assess the Gateway areaôs transformation into a 

ñRegional Centerò and to determine how to grow existing businesses, attract new business and 

create jobs. The strategy will determine the most effective tools and resources to grow 

businesses in the area and to develop an implementation plan for the public and private sector 

to follow to achieve this. 

PDC received two responses from consultant teams which were reviewed by PDC, Bureau of 

Planning & Sustainability and METRO staff, as well as two Gateway 

community stakeholders. Staff is in the process of negotiating the scope

of work with one of the teams. More information on the selected 

consultant, their work plan and next steps will be provided at the April

PAC meeting.

Staff Contact: Estee Segal, (503) 823-3317, segale@pdc.us

for homeowners and homebuyers who want to ease the risk of foreclosure.  Beyond the 

foreclosure counseling, the fair is full of information designed for new homebuyers and those 

who wish to buy: Realtors, lenders, home-buying counselors and other businesses will be 

available to meet with potential buyers and those whoôve just begun thinking about getting a 

home.

Contact:Karen Walker, ROSE Community Development

503-788-8052 x105 or Karen@rosecdc.org

Vivian Satterfield, ROSE Community Development

503-788-8053 x104 or Vivian@rosecdc.org

East Portland

Homeownership Fair

When: 10 am-2 pm Saturday, April 24

Where: Ron Russell Middle School, 3955 

SE 112th Ave. (Just south of Powell 

Boulevard)

Why: Giving East Portland residents the 

tools they need to buy and preserve a new 

home

Admission: Free

Notable: There will be a free drawingfor a 

$4,000 Homebuyerõs Assistance Grant.

PDC is a sponsor of the East Portland 

Homeownership Fair, scheduled for 

Saturday, April 24.  The Fair is designed to 

take some of the danger out of buying a 

new home. Kevin Gillette, program 

manager with Vancouverôs Community 

Housing Resource Center, will be one of 

several home-buying counselors on hand 
to provide individual, one-on-on coaching

Home-buying and home-ownership workshops will 

cover a wide range of topics, ranging from ñSteps to 

Homeownershipò to ñImproving Your Credit Score.ò

ñAsk The Expertsò panels, question-and-answer 

sessions featuring homeownership professionals. 

Activities for kids, and translators who will interpret 

five different languages and dialects.

The Fair will conclude with a drawing for a $4,000 

homebuyerôs assistance grantfor qualified fair 

participants.
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EcoDistrict Pilot Concepts 

The PSU student Eco-District Pilot Concept project group, DistrictLab, will hold two identical 

workshops in May to share first-draft results and receive community input. 

Wed., May 12, 6:30pm - 9:30pm Sat., May 15, 3:30pm - 5:30pm

Eastminster Presbyterian Church Midland County Library 

(12505 NE Halsey St) (805 SE 122nd Ave)

The group also developed a website to reach a wide audience and share information about the 

project - www.ecogateway.net ïand will begin stakeholder outreach and discussion groups to 

increase the depth of information and achieve as much representation of potential interested 

parties as possible. 

Contact DistrictLab at: EcoGateway@gmail.com

In February 2010, PDC released a Request for Proposals (RFP) for 

the Design and Development Feasibility Services for the Gateway 

Redevelopment and Neighborhood Park Project. The RFP called for 

consultant teams with experience in designing parks, and also 

required a developer on the team to inform the interface of the future 

approximately three-acre park with the one-acre redevelopment 

parcel. Seven qualified consultant teams submitted a proposal, 

which is considered an excellent response.

The selected consulting team will likely begin their work in early 

May.  Subsequently, PDC and Portland Bureau of Parks and 

Recreation will begin assembling a project Citizens Advisory 

Committee. In addition, there will likely be three public open houses 

over the course of the project conclude in November.  PDC staff 
contact Justin Douglas, 503-823-4579, douglasj@pdc.us

Gateway 

Redevelopment and 

Neighborhood Park 

Project
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Storefront Improvement Program
The Storefront Improvement Program provides grants and technical assistance to business

and property owners in eligible neighborhoods. Recipients can use the funds for a variety of

improvements, ranging from repainting to purchase of new windows and awnings.

Gateway Storefront Grants

Development Opportunity 

Services
The DOS Program is to assist property

owners (and, in some cases, tenants)

with grants to evaluate development

project feasibility by providing real

estate development expertise and

technical assistance. The DOS

Program also supports PDC goals of

revitalization by bringing new

development and jobs to Portland.

For more information regarding the

DOS program, contact Denyse McGriff,

(503) 823-3295, or mcgriffd@pdc.us

Business Loans
The Portland Development Commission

connects people and resources to create more

jobs for Portland. We work with City of Portland

businesses to identify business needs and

eligibility for PDC assistance, and then help

you find the program that fits best.

PDC business finance programs address the 

need for:

Equipment purchase       Real estate acquisition     

Tenant improvements     Façade improvements

Property development    Rehabilitation 

Feasibility study             Working capital 

Gateway URA has over $500,000 budgeted for 

business finance and retention.  For more 

information, contact Alan Stubbs, (503) 823-

3199, or stubbsa@pdc.us

Staff Contact: 

Sherry Lenard
(503) 823-3582, 

lenards@pdc.us

After

Storefront improvements at Pho Thien Restaurant ,10041 NE Glisan, are now complete.  

Grant funds assisted with window replacement, painting and fencing.  Owner Renee Ross also 

owns Wild Bird Store and the Color Box building behind the restaurant.  Check out the 

storefront improvements in person and enjoy Vietnamese cuisine

Before
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PDC 2010-11 Budget Process Update
Summary of Budget Development Stages

Discussion Draft (Phase 1: November and December): PDC and Portland 

Housing Bureau staff will attend URAC meetings to review the current five-year forecast and 

priorities. The role of the URAC will be to provide input on the URACôs project and program 

priorities. Housing set aside activities will be prioritized separately from all other urban renewal 

area programs. Updates to the tax increment resource forecast will occur parallel to this 

process and will help inform whether there may be additional (or less) resources to program in 

each URAôs Draft Budget. The Draft URA Budget will be provided to each URAC in December. 

The PHB BAC will be reviewing the draft budgets in December as part of the PHBôs budget 

process. 

Requested Budget (Phase 2: January-February): The Draft Budget will be 

reviewed first by the PDC Executive Team and then by the Commission/Mayor budget work 

group who will potentially make changes that will result in PDCôs Requested Budget. 

Testimony from URACs and stakeholders will be taken during at this time in conjunction, the 

PHB and Commissioner Fish. Reviews on the budgets must be completed prior to February 1, 

which is the due date for the Portland Housing Bureau to submit their Requested Budget to the 

City of Portland Office of Management and Finance. 

Proposed Budget (Phase 3: March-May): The Requested Budget will be reviewed by 

City Council and they will have an opportunity to provide input prior to PDC preparing the 

official, fully balanced Proposed Budget, which will be released in late April. Some changes 

may be directed by PDC Executive Team in conjunction with the PHB, as a result of 

discussions with City Council and be included in the Proposed Budget. 

Approved Budget (Phase 4: May-June): City Council, sitting as the PDC Budget 

Committee will receive the Proposed Budget, make any formal changes and take action to 

approve the budget. URACs and stakeholder will have an opportunity to provide testimony to 

City Council on the PDC Proposed Budget at this stage. 

Adopted Budget (Phase 5: May-June): Following 

approval by the Budget Committee, the PDC Board, working 

in conjunction with the PHB, may direct changes to the 

budget and adopt the budget at their discretion. Adoption of 

the budget will occur following review and certification of the 

Approved Budget by the Tax Supervising and Conservation 

Commission. There will be an opportunity to provide 

additional testimony to the PDC Board at this stage. 

All budget materials are posted on IRA at: 
http://www.pdc.us/budget/

http://www.pdc.us/budget/
http://www.pdc.us/budget/


Gateway Green Update from Linda Robinson

SOLV IT, presented by Portland General Electric, engages volunteers in           

cleanup of litter and illegal dumpsites, non-native invasive plant removal, 

native vegetation planting, and watershed maintenance and monitoring 

activities.

This spring, SOLV projects will take place across the entire state of Oregon for the first time 

ever for the 40th Anniversary of the original Earth Day! The Gateway Green site is one of 

about 125 sites -- the only one in outer east Portland.

The goal is to clean up the future site of the Gateway Green and to allow the pubic to see 

and explore the site. Activities include: Invasive Plant Removal, Litter Pickup, Trash Removal.
[NOTE: ODOT regulations specify that you MUST be at least 16-years old to participate in this event!]

Please dress for the weather. It's also important that you wear a long-sleeve shirt, jacket, 

long pants, work boots and leather gloves, if you have them (for protection from the blackberry 

thorns). 

SOLV urges everyone to pre-register by going to: 

www.solv.org/programs/forms/form_VolRegistration.asp?EventID=17232. For site, type in 

"Gateway Green Clean-Up". If you have registration questions, contact Brett Lyon at 503-844-

9571 x332 or brett@solv.org.

The clean-up at this site is co-sponsored by 

the Northwest Trail Alliance and Friends of 

Gateway Green, who also wish to acknowledge 

the assistance provided by SOLV and ODOT.

Volunteer to help during the SOLV IT event at 

Gateway Green on Saturday, April 17, from 

9:00 am til 1:00 pm.

For more information, contact Linda Robinson

Chair, Friends of Gateway Green, at

linda@gatewaygreenpdx.org or check out the website at www.gatewaygreenpdx.org

Mark your calendars for the third annual 

concerts in Ventura Park.  This year three 

concerts are scheduled on consecutive 

Wednesday evening s  August 11, 18, and 

25.  For more information on the concerts, 

or to make a contribution, contact Ventura 

Park Concert Committee members Linda 
Robinson, lrobinsPDX@comcast.net, or 

Arlene Kimura, Arlene.Kimura@kraft.com. 

or Portland Parks and Recreation Concerts 

Coordinator Kristan Knapp (503) 823-5446, 

Ventura Park Concerts

http://www.solv.org/programs/forms/form_VolRegistration.asp?EventID=17232. 
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