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Human right to safe, healthy housing
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¢ Green Affordable Housinghow
Important Is It?

¢ Impact of toxic chemicals
¢ Can we afford it?

¢ ProposedGreen Affordable Housing
Policyc what you can do
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C Fear that greener units mean
fewer units

¢ Real and perceived construction
COSts

C Lack of developer experience and
technical knowledge
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AHealthier living places
ALower utility bills

Unhealthy living places compound
disadvantages of poor kids
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was one of first green mandates in the nation

An update of the 2001 Policy is now on the table



Portland Development Commission

Buildings and Human Health
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Iminate pollutants

C Provide fresh aia

C Filter air & vent outsid&
C Control humidity

C Thermal comfort

C Daylighting
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Common symptoms dhdoor Air Pollutionare
easily mistaken for other ilinesses, including:

coughing dizziness
sneezing headaches
watery eyes upper respiratory
fatigue congestion
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The Problem of Toxic Chemicals
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lead to chronic disease

¢ Chemical law 1s broken, not
protective

¢ Knowledge gaps are enormous
(proprietary)

C Role of precautionary approach
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¢ Avoid PVC (polyvinyl chloride, vinyl)

¢ Low or NoVOCs (volatile organic compounds)
C Nophthalates or heavy metals

¢ NoHFRs (halogenated flame retardants)

C No PFCsperfluorocarbons PFOA, Teflon)

None of these requirements exist in
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V They are persistent; designed not to break dowr
V Many are toxic to the brain, nervous system, orga

V KIDS are the most vulnerable and the hardest h
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\/ O emow 0 leading cause o1 adeatn amlidre

under 15

V Birth defectshavetripled in last 20 yearsare now
#1 cause of healtnelated infant death

V Attention & behaviordisorders havancreased 6
fold since 1970

V12% of U.S. families angfertil@”y
or need medical help to conceliv
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- Diabetes -Neurodevelopmental
- Childhood Brain Cancer Disorders
- Breast Cancer - Hyperactive &
- Prostate Cancer aggressive behavior
- Obesity - Alzheimer's

- Parkinson's

.. .all are linkedto toxicchemical exposures
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"Childhood disabilities from chemical
exposure during development are often not

treatable and thereforanust be prevented ¢

Journalfor Institute of Neurotoxicology
and NeurologicaDisorders, Stephen Gilbert, 2005
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are exposed in the womb or shortly after birth to
chemicals that interfere with brain development,

the conseguences last a lifetirgpe

Phil Landrigan, Professor and Chair
School of Pediatrics and Community Health,
Mount Sinai School of Medicine, NY, 2010
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early development
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Viaterials that expose
people to toxic chemicals
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human health impacts..." US Green Building Council
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- * Babies spend a Io.t
of time on the floor

| slowly disintegrates),
o into dust that can

: be swallowed by
kids
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Health Effects

Endocrinadisruption,
obesity, prostate cancer,
ADHDasthma,
allergies, reproductive
harm, brain cancer

Building Materials

PVC products are
everywhere; pipes,
wall covering,
window frames;
vinyl sheeting and
tiles, carpets . . .
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Sidin .
~ slding Should be
¢ Wall covering o
e €quirement of
¢ Celling tile Green Afforcopye
¢ Wood flooring Housing polic,
¢ Roof membranes
¢ Fencing
¢ Door and window frames
c Carpets

c And more . ..
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e Vinylcomposition
tile

¢ Linoleum

e Cork

¢ Bamboo






