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Introduction
Step #1: Project description

Background

This project proposes the realization of a Gateway and associated Heritage Markers in
Northeast Portland where NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd and NE Grand Avenue meet.
(Figure 1) The Albina Community Plan (1993), Eliot Neighborhood Plan (1993), Martin
Luther King, Jr. Blvd. Transportation Project (1998), and Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
Action Plan (2006) all call for a Gateway at the this location commemorating Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.. These documents also suggest that the Gateway plaza should enhance
the pedestrian environment, incorporate multicultural public art, and announce the
entrance to an historic area of Portland. This is the home of the traditional African
American community in Portland.

This project proposes to create and locate up to eight additional Heritage Markers at
strategic locations (existing and future plazas) along NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
These Heritage Markers will be designed to honor individuals or events of significance to
the history and diversity of inner-northeast Portland. The Gateway and Markers will have
common design elements to tie the lengthy corridor together and help enhance its identity
as a Main Street that has strong commercial and residential market potential, as well as a
place with a unique and varied history.
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Project Outcome
To develop a Master Plan concept for the Gateway and Heritage Markers that highlights
Dr. King and the Northeast community.

Budget and Funding
TIF Fiscal Year 2006-07: $140,000

Relation to Previous Plans and Public Participation Activities

The Albina Community Plan and the Eliot Neighborhood plan of 1993 propose a
Gateway Park for the two parks just south of NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. and NE
Grand Avenue. The park was intended to serve as a neighborhood focal point that would
“serve as a meeting place for residents of one or more neighborhoods” and “have a clear
identity as a landmark location” (Albina Community Plan, 1993). Similarly, the Eliot
Neighborhood Plan suggests the development of a park as a gateway at or near the area
bounded by NE Hancock, NE Broadway, NE King and NE Grand as a memorial to Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Both of these plans also call for the incorporation of urban design elements and public art
to enhance the streetscape presence along NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. and to
highlight the history of the area. A number of Action Items under Community Image and
Character in the 1993 and revised Albina Community Plan (2000) speak directly to these
goals.

C 110 Develop symbols that represent and market the Albina Community.
Symbols may include logos for Albina’s neighborhoods and commercial districts,
designs for street lights and gateways, etc.

C111 Develop district and neighborhood gateways that mark the entrances to the
Albina Community Plan area and between its sub districts. Include neighborhood
flags, drinking fountains, kiosks and ornamental standards in the design of
gateways.

The N.E. Martin Luther King, Jr. Transportation Project of 1998 reinforced these initial
plans. One of the guiding principles called for the placement of gateways along the
Boulevard. The second item for Phase III: Broadway to Fremont states “Develop a new
gateway to the Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard corridor at MLK, Grand, and Hancock.
The gateway would commemorate Dr. King as outlined in the Albina Community Plan.”

Finally, in the spring of 2006 the Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard Strategy Update and
Action Plan was created with the input of numerous community stakeholders, advisory
committees, and city bureaus and approved by the PDC board of commissioners in June
2006. Two action items in the plan echo the two action items already set forth in the
Albina Community Plan.

Action Item 4, Strategy #3: (Highlight the image and market on MLK) Focus on
implementing a long standing goal in the Albina Community Plan, creating a gateway
into inner northeast neighborhoods north of Broadway on MLK Blvd. that celebrates and
pays tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

MLK Gateway Project (JIC) Page 3 6/5/07



Action Item 5, Strategy #6: (Improve the function of MLK Blvd. for people and transit)
[dentify a series of art pieces, historic signs or markers (in conjunction with RACC) that
could enhance the corridor at gateways and major intersections.

The installation of a gateways and heritage markers along NE Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd serves a number of community and planning goals. First, NE Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd was, and still is, viewed as a major arterial thoroughfare with the primary function
of moving north and southbound traffic. Despite its Main Street designation, it is not
perceived as a pedestrian friendly boulevard. The installation of art and signage would
improve the streetscape and help emphasize NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd’s role as a
center of the community and as a vital corridor to work, shop, and recreate. Second, NE
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd north of NE Broadway is the thread that connects five
Northeast Portland neighborhoods. Art and signage along Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd
can both draw attention to each neighborhood’s distinctiveness and unite these
neighborhoods with one common theme.

Step #2: Assess Level of Public Concern or Interest

Assessment Questions Very low Low Moderate | High | Very High
o ; g y FIg

(1) 2) 6)) ) L (5)
What is the level of anticipated X
controversy, opportunity, conflict or
concern on this or related issues?

How significant are the potential impacts to X
the public?

How much do the major stakeholders care X
about this issue?

What degree of involvement does the X
public appear to desire?

What is the potential for public impact on X
the potential decision or project?

How significant are the possible benefits of X
involving the public?

How serious are the potential ramifications X
of NOT involving the public?

What levels of public participation does the X
Commission and/or directors desire or
expect?

What is the possibility that the media will X
become interested?

What is the probable level of difficulty in X
solving the problems or advancing the
project?

Count number of checks in each column 0 4 4 2

Multiply number of checks by the weight X1 X2 X3 X4 X5

Enter column score 0 12 16 10

Add total of all five columns 38

Divide total score by number of questions | 34 /10

Average score -(Desired Level of Public 3.8 = Involve
Participation Spectrum)
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