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THE “GEM LIST” (April 2009) 

 
 

The Gem List is an inventory of the most important projects and programs to be implemented in the 
remaining 12 years of the Interstate Corridor Urban Renewal Area (ICURA), as imagined by community 
members. Items on the Gem List have received major public backing, either through direct feedback 
from the Interstate Corridor Urban Renewal Advisory Committee (ICURAC), subcommittees and general 
public, or through prioritization in the Interstate Corridor Urban Renewal Plan and subsequent strategy 
documents. The Gem List has heavy emphasis on capital projects at specific locations, but also includes 
less tangible concepts – such as economic opportunity – that require a more programmatic response. In 
summary, the Gem List is a description of ideal outcomes that will be critical to a sense of 
accomplishment and betterment among community members in the year 2021. 
 
The Gem list is as follows, organized by topic area: 
 

REDEVELOPMENT  

 

Killingsworth Station: Construction of the planned, four-story mixed-use 
building containing 52 residential condominiums and 9,000 square feet of 
ground-floor commercial condominium space. Half of the residential units are 
to be affordable at 80-100% MFI. Killingsworth Station will help activate a major 
intersection and transit mode currently dominated by auto-oriented uses. 
 

 

Argyle Site Redevelopment: Mixed-use redevelopment of the 3-acre TriMet 
property at Argyle and Interstate. Just steps from the Kenton MAX station and 
Downtown Kenton Historic Commercial District, the site also enjoys prominent 
views of Mt. St. Helens. The current RX zoning allows for an FAR of 4:1 and 
building heights of up to 100 feet.  

 

Kenton Field Redevelopment: Repurposing the vacant half of the PPS Kenton 
School property, potentially including a mix of parkland and development. The 
two-acre site at Interstate and Lombard is adjacent to TriMet’s busiest rail-to-
bus transfer station in the region. Redevelopment would help revitalize the 
intersection, while parkland would help solve a deficiency of open space in the 
immediate neighborhood. 

 

Transit-Oriented Development: Mixed-use, medium to high density 
development at other locations along the MAX Yellow Line and other high-
frequency transit corridors. PDC’s Commercial Property Redevelopment Loan 
will be available annually to assist property owners and developers realize the 
vision of smart growth in the Interstate Corridor. 
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PARKS & OPEN SPACE  

 

Jefferson High School Plaza : Establishing a public plaza along the south side of 
Killingsworth Street adjacent to the Jefferson High School football field and 
track. The plaza, if paired with food vendors or other active uses, would help 
energize a dead zone between two of Killingsworth’s commercial nodes, and 
provide a visually-appealing alternative to the existing chain-link fence. 

 

Unthank Park Renovation: Implementing improvements called for in the 
Unthank Park Master Plan, including new playground equipment, landscaping, 
historic interpretive signage, community gathering space and sports field 
improvements. 
 
 

 

Dawson Park Renovation: Implementing improvements called for in the 
Dawson Park Master Plan, including a waterplay feature, formal park entry, new 
furnishings and historic interpretative signage. 
  
 

 

Humboldt Park Acquisition: Acquiring land and developing a new park in the 
Humboldt neighborhood, one of two identified park-deficient areas in the 
ICURA (the other is the Lombard MAX station area). While no particular 
property has been targeted at this time, Portland Public Schools owns several 
surplus lots near Jefferson High School that are of a size appropriate for a 
neighborhood park.     
 

 

Bridgeton Trail: Construction of a half-mile promenade trail along the Columbia 
River levee in the Bridgeton neighborhood, connecting the I-5  Columbia River 
Crossing with Bridgeton Road, completing a missing link in the region’s 40-mile 
loop trail system, and helping spur mixed-use redevelopment on adjacent land. 
 

 

Small Parks Projects: Continued funding for smaller-scale parks projects. For 
the most part this will include capital improvements at existing parks – 
upgrades to playgrounds, furnishings, lighting, pathways, athletic fields and 
courts, and other facilities. Projects may also include special park uses such as 
community gardens or dog parks.  
 

TRANSPORTATION  

 

Killingsworth Streetscape Phase II: Extending the improvements of Phase I, 
including historic lighting, new street trees, and improved sidewalks and 
crosswalks, from Commercial Avenue eastward to Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Upgrading the streetscape could help increase the pace of private 
investment along this half-mile stretch of storefronts, homes and institutions. 
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Russell Streetscape Phase II: Extending streetscape and safety improvements 
from Kerby Avenue eastward to Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. 
Improvements would increase pedestrian safety along this burgeoning corridor 
that includes the Wonder Community Center, Secret Society Ballroom, Russell 
Street BBQ, and other popular destinations. 

 

Lombard Streetscape: Streetscape improvements on Lombard Street from 
Columbia Park westward to the BNSF Railroad cut, including curb extensions, 
street lighting and bicycle improvements. This proposal originates from the 
2004 St. Johns/Lombard Plan, and would require extensions of the ICURA 
boundary and/or supplemental funding sources. 
 

 

Lombard Station Area Improvements: Establishing a landscaped boulevard to 
promote pedestrian-oriented uses, create a safe, pleasant pedestrian link over 
I-5, and improve pedestrian access to the MAX station. Improvements would 
include a new traffic light and road access to the Fred Meyer development. 
 
 

 

Small Transportation Projects: Ongoing funding for smaller-scale 
transportation projects, with an emphasis on Safer Routes to School, bicycle 
boulevards, and other projects that enhance safety for pedestrians and 
bicyclists. 

PROGRAMS  

 

Revitalized Business Districts: Promoting vibrant, diverse commercial corridors 
along Interstate, Killingsworth, Russell, Mississippi/Albina, Vancouver/Williams, 
Lombard, and Downtown Kenton – main streets that help create “20-minute 
neighborhoods” meeting residents’ daily needs while also creating jobs and 
wealth. In part, this will entail continuation of PDC’s grant and loan programs in 
a robust fashion, including: 

- Storefront 
- Development Opportunity Services 
- Business Finance 
- Commercial Property Redevelopment Loan 

Eligibility and award amounts for these programs should be periodically 
revisited to respond to changing conditions. PDC should also explore new grant 
and loan programs as appropriate. 
 

 

Quality Jobs: Investing in small and large businesses that provide gainful, 
rewarding employment for people of all education and skill levels in the ICURA. 
As one ICURAC member put it, businesses will not be limited to “serving lattes 
to the rich;” rather they will provide a range of career opportunities. Here, 
PDC’s role is to encourage, attract and nurture businesses of all sizes through its 
Business Finance and Target Industry Development programs. 
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High-Quality Community Facilities:  Quality gathering spaces for neighborhood 
meetings and events; renovated and repurposed historic buildings; and 
improved places for education, artistic endeavor, worship or other pursuits. Key 
to these outcomes is continuing the Community Livability grant program for 
non-profit and neighborhood groups. 

 

Affordable Housing: Providing opportunities for people of all circumstances to 
afford decent housing in the ICURA, to own or to rent, or perhaps most 
importantly, to stay where they are now. While revitalization undeniably brings 
gentrification, PDC will work with CDCs, banks and other government agencies 
to reduce displacement. Even after the realignment of agency functions 
through the creation of the Bureau of Housing, PDC will continue to be a major 
partner and funding source for affordable housing projects and programs. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 òThe future success of urban renewal efforts within the 

Interstate Corridor must be measured in terms of how 

they benefit the people in this community.ó 
 

- Interstate Corridor Urban Renewal Plan, 2000. 


