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National Trust for Historic Preservation

Å Chartered by Congress in 1949; 
legislation signed by President 
Truman.

Å Mission to promote historic 
preservation at the local regional, 
state and national levels.

Å Received federal funding up until 
1998; presently supported entirely 
by private funding sources.

Å Headquarters at Washington, DC
ï six regional offices

ï 29 historic sites

ï work with 270,000 members and 
thousands of preservation groups in all 
50 states.

ï $20 annual membership fee

www.PreservationNation.org



National Trust Main 

Street Center
ÅNational Trust for Historic Preservation 

developed pilot program in 1977
ÅHot Springs, SD; Madison, IN; Galesburg, IL

ÅNational Trust Main Street Center 
established in 1980, Washington, D.C.

ÅStarted with 6 states & 30 communities

ÅNetwork of > 43 statewide, citywide, and 
countywide coordinating programs

ÅActs as a nonprofit consultant

ÅProvides networking opportunities

ÅAdvocates for change - influences public policy 
at the federal level

Åwww.mainstreet.org



Main Street History

The mission of the pilot program was to prove that:

A commitment to preservation, coupled with dedicated organization, 

enticing promotional events, good design, and an incremental 

approach to economic restructuring, could halt and turn around 

Main Street decline.



What is Main Street?
Main Street is a Program, not a Project.

The need for management doesnôt go away.

Main Street is an economic development 

program, that builds neighborhood districts 

through reinvestment in property, businesses 

and jobs.

Main Street is NOT a merchants' association.



Norma Miess, National 

Trust Main Street Center

Missouri Main Street Connection 

Basic Training, Aug 2008

Whatôs Main Street?

© Kirk Lawler

Å Methodology used to revitalize 

older, traditional business districts

Å Underlying premise: encourage 

economic development within the 

context of historic preservation

Å Advocates a return to community 

self-reliance, local empowerment, 

and the rebuilding of traditional 

commercial districts based on their 

unique assets:

ï distinctive architecture 

ï a pedestrian-friendly environment

ï personal service

ï local ownership

ï a sense of community



Local Main Street Programs

2,050 communities/districts

1,250 active today

$48.8 billion reinvested

$11,083,273 average 
investment per 
community 

390,050 new jobs

87,500 new businesses

$25.00:1 reinvestment ratio

As of 2008



National Main Street Network - 2008



Reinvestment on Main Street

$48.8 billion Reinvestment in physical improvements (1)

87,500 Net new businesses created

390,050 Net new jobs created

206,600 Buildings rehabilitated

$25.00 Dollars invested in physical improvements for every 

dollar invested in program administration

Through December 31, 2008

(1) reflects investment in communities:

Å recently begun commercial district 
revitalization programs

Å have been actively involved in Main 
Street for more than a decade. 

Å of a wide variety of sizes and in all 
parts of the country. 

For these reasons, communities should 

be cautious about using this figure as a 

benchmark for local performance.









The National Trust 

Main Street Center

Å Advocacy and research on issues 

related to the revitalization of 

traditional commercial districts 

Å Technical assistance to communities

Å Main Street Innovation Lab Webinar 

Series

Å National Main Streets Conference 

Å National Main Street Network

Å Main Street Certification Institute in 

professional downtown management

Å National Main Street Communities 

Accreditation Program


